S16                   BELIGIOUS COURTSHIP.
to having the master and mistress religious, it is essential to a religious family, to have the servants religious too.
Sec. Niece. If it be possible to find such.
Fir. Niece. They must be found religious, or be made so.
Sec. Niece. Tis but coarse work to new-mould a servant: as you find them, you have them, generally. Most of the servants of this age are uncapa-ble enough to be meddled with. I mean as to instruction.
Aunt. I cannot say so : I am thankful that I can say that I have had a loose, wicked, irreligious servant or two, who, by taking some pains with them, have been brought to be very serious and very religious.
Sec. Niece. Then they have thanked God for your bettering them by your instruction.
Aunt. So they have, I assure you, niece.
Fir. Niece. But they were originally of a docible, tractable temper, then, which is very rare among servants. But, madam, allow you could take that task upon you, and your application had success, you would not expect that every mistress like you, should set up for an instructor of their servants.
Aunt. No, no ; but it is not so hopeless a thing, however, as you may imagine : for if a girl has any modesty, she cannot but listen a little to the instruction of those that wish her so well, and that have so little obligation upon them to do it.
Fir. Niece. Why, madam, an untaught wench, that is modest and willing to be instructed, I take, as I said before, to be among the number that are fit to be taken: the very example of a religious family will make her religious also. . Aunt. My dear, you touch us all there, and that